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BENEFIT Strives for Boosting 

Seed Production  

Partners in the Bilateral Ethiopian Netherlands Effort for 

Food, Income and Trade program (BENEFIT) jointly or-
ganized farmers’ field day at Kafta Humera and Asgede 
Tsimbla weredas on 30 September and 1 October 2017. 
Humera Agricultural Research Center and the Bureau of 
Agriculture and Rural Development also took part in the 
field day. A total of 258 participants from all walks of 

life (small holder farmers, private investors’, agriculture 

experts, high ranking government officials and re-
searchers) participated in the event. In the farmers’ 
field day the minister Agriculture and Natural Resources 

and Trade were among the guests of honor . The pur-

pose of the farmers’ field day was to share BENEFIT 
program to a wider audience of high level officials, 
stakeholders and donor representatives.  

Specific objective of the Farmers’ field day:  

 Contribute to the transfer of agricultural knowledge 

among farming community (small holder farmers, 

seed producer cooperatives and investors), experts, 
researchers and others;  

 Raise awareness of the farmers and other stakehold-

ers about the newly  introduced agricultural technol-
ogies and farming practices; continued on page 3.  

A team from the Kingdom of the Neth-

erlands Embassy Visits Project sites 

A team from the Kingdom of the Netherlands Embassy 

(KNE) to Ethiopia visited BENEFIT, Hori-life and SNV 
projects sites from 19 to 20 November 2017. As part of 
the visit the team held management discussion with the 
president of Mekelle University (MU). Moreover, a dis-
cussion was held between BENEFIT Projects and Agricul-
tural Transformation Agency (ATA) on strengthening 

further collaboration.  

In the two days field visit the team met with Birhan Ay-
ba seed producer cooperative (SPC) members, Solomon 
Ayalew and Desta Berhe private seed producers (PSP), 
Hadnet Raya seed producer and marketing union coop-

erative manager, visited adaptation trials and on station 
farm of smallholder farmers’ irrigation practice in Mo-
koni, southern zone of Tigray region.  

The visit started from Birhan Ayba SPC which is finan-
cially and technically supported by MU-ISSD project. The 

team observed the infrastructure the SPC owned such as 
modern seed storage constructed by ATA and MU-ISSD, 
seed cleaner machine, threshers, office and the im-
proved seed varieties which were mainly provided by 
MU-ISSD project. The team asked questions whether 
the SPC members really benefited from ISSD project or 

not.  Continued on page 5 

Sorghum in PVS adaptation trial site *Credit: ISSD Tigray|Sep. 2017|G.Haweria B.+ 
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ሓፂር ግንዚበ ዜተዋዯዯ ልምዓት ርኢ ትግራይ  

ካብ ሓረስታይ ናብ ሓረስታይ ዜግበር ልውውጥ ርኢ 

ካብ ሓረስታይ ናብ ሓረስታይ ዜግበር ልማዳዊ ልውውጥ ርኢ ብበናዊ ሜላ 
እንተተዯጊፉ ብዘሕ ኣማራጽታት ፍሰት ርኢ ይፈጥር። እዙ ንምትግባር ኣርባዕ 
ዓይነታት ርኢ [ምሸላ፣ ስገም፣ ናይ ባኒን ፓስታን ስርናይ] ኣብ 6 ወረዳታት 
[ራያ ኣላማጣ፣ እንዯርታ፣ ክልተ ኣውላዕሎ፣ ዯጉዓ ተምቤን፣ ዓድዋን ኣስገዯ 
ፅምብላን] ናብ ለዋ 24 ጣብያታት ንዜርከቡ 1,200 ሓረስቶት [50% ዯ/
ኣንስትዮ] ንፈተነ ተኣታትየን። ብመሰረት እዙ 75 ዜተፈላለዩ ዓሌታት ኣዜርእቲ 
ዜሓዘ 3,878 ዕሽጋት ንቶም ተጠቐሱ ሓረስቶት ተዓዲልዎም። ሓረስቶት እውን 
ብዜተወሃቦም ስልጠናታት መሰረት ሪኦም ንፍረ ኣብቂዖም። እዙ ናብ ካልኦት 
ንምግፋሕ ድማ ተሞክሮ ልውውጥ ማእኸል ዜገበረ ዋዕላ ሓረስቶት ተሳሊጡ። 
ኣብዙ ዋዕላ 1,823  ሓረስቶት ልምዲ ቀሲሞም። ኣብ ዜተዓብዎ ፈተነታት ልዑል 
ድሌት ብምርኣዮም ድማ፣ እቶም ኣብ ፈተነ ዜኣተዉ ነፍሲ ወከፍ ሓረስቶት ን5 
ሓረስቶት ከባፅሑ ተሰማሚዖም።  
 

ኣናእሽተይን ማእኸለዎትን ሃፋትም ኣፍረይቲ ርኢ 

ርኢ መባዚሕቲ ሰብሃፍቲ ተቖፃፃሪ ኣካል ፅሬቶም ዜመስከረሎም ርኢ ከፍርዩ 
ይግባእ። ነዙ ክውን ንምግባር ምስ ማእኸላት ምርምር ሕርሻ ኣላማጣ፣ ሞኾኒን 
ሑሞራን ክተኣሳሰሩ ተገይሩ። ክልተ ርኢ መባዚሕቲ ሰብሃፍቲ  ፍቓድ ርኢ 
ክረኽቡ ምስ ሕርሻ ቢሮ ተሰሪሑ። ዓቕሞም ንምዕባይ ድማ ኣብ ምድላው ንግዲ 
ትልሚ፣ ዕዳጋ ፅንዓትን ምሕዯራ ንግድን ድሃበ ስልጠና ን18 ርኢ መባዚሕቲ 
ሰብሃፍትን 8 ክኢላታት ወረዳን ተዋሂቡ። ብተወሳኺ 6 ርኢ መፍረይቲ 
ፍርያቶም ከላልዩ ድጋፍ እንትግበረሎም፣ ካልኦት ድማ ኣብ ቀጥታ መሸጣ ዕዳጋ 
ክኣትዉ ተገይሩ። ካብዙ ብተወሳኺ 18 ኣንስትዮ ዜርከበኦም 97 ኣባላት ኮሚቴ 
ርኢ ም/ሕ/ማሕበርን 21 ወረዳን ጣብያን ኣካላትን እውን ሰልጢኖም።  
 

ሰንሰለታዊ ምትእስሳር ርኢ ልምዓት 

ክልላዊ ኣኼባ ምስላጥ፣ ዳህሳስ ህላወ ርኢ 2009 ዓ/ም ምክያድ፣ ክልላዊ  

መምርሒ ስርዓት ርኢ ምድላውን ምስ መዳርግቲ ኣካላት ትሕዜትኡ 

ምግምጋምን፤ ስርዓት ርኢ ወረዳታት ዜጠናኸረሉ ኩነታት ምስ ኣብ ዝባ፣ 

ወረዳን ጣብያን ዜርከቡ ተሳተፍቲ ሰንሰለት ርኢ ኣካላት ምይይጥ ምክያድን 

ምስ ፕሮግራም ዕቤት ሕርሻ ክልል ምርዯዳእ ምግባር ናይዙ መንፈቕ ዓመት 

ቅንዲ ንጥፈታት እዮም።  

ፍፃመታት ስግግር ፍልጠትን ርክባትን እዙ ፕሮጅክት 

ብመሰረት በቢ ርብዒ ዓመቱ ዜተፈላለዩ ትሕዜቶታት ለዎ ሓዯ ክልላዊ ዛና 

መፅሄት ክነሕትም ዜሓናዮ መዯብን ብፍሉይ ዜተሓተሙ ፖሊሲ 

ምልከታታትን፣ ብበዓል ሞያ ስግግር ፍልጠትን ርክባትን እዝም ዜስዕቡ ስራሕቲ 

ተዓሚሞም ኣለው። ሓሙሽተ ዓይነታት ፖሊሲ ምልክታ ነብሲ ውከፎም ብ300 

ቅዳሕ ብድምሩ 1500 ቅዳሓት ተሓቲሞም። ሰላስት ሕታማት ብድምሩ 800 ዛና 

መፅሄታት ተሓቲሞም። እዙኦም ድማ ንመዳርግቲ ኣካላት፣ መሓዘት 

ፕሮጅክታት፣ ትካላትን ዜተፈላለዩ ኣንበብትን ተባፂሖም። ድረ ገፅ ፕሮጀክት 

ዜተዋዯዯ ልዓት ርኢ ትግራይ ብሓዯሽቲ ምዕባለታት፣ ዛናታትን ስእልታትን 

ተመዓራርዩ። ክልተ ቪድዮታት እውን ተዳልየን ንተመልከቲ ቀሪበን፡፡  

ISSD Tigray Update Summary  
Varietal Deployment / Seed Extension  

PVS and CS are the main areas for a broader seed sys-
tem deployment mechanism. To do so, the ISSD-MU 
has deployed four crops into 24 kebeles found in 6 
weredas and 1,200 farmers [50% of them women] in 
2017. Practically, four major crops (sorghum, durum 
wheat, bread wheat and barley). Accordingly, a total of 

3,878  tricot packages and 75 varieties deployed.  To 
scale up the best practices observed on PVS & CS, 
1,823  farmers attended seed promotion events in both 
regional and wereda levels. As final output, each farmer 
planned to share those new varieties for at least five 

other surrounding farmers.  

Private Small and Medium Seed Producers 

PSPs are expected to produce quality seed to meet the 
standards set by regional regulatory body. In order to 
meet the standards, PSPs linkage with Alamata, Mokoni 
and Humera agricultural research centers is important. 
Moreover, the process of granting Certificate of Compe-
tence for two PSPs was facilitated by BoARD regulatory 
body. Training on business plan preparation, marketing 

and seed business management was give to 18 PSPs 

and eight wereda experts.  In addition, six PSPs were 
supported to promote their quality seed products in the 
regional workshop. SPCs also were supported to sell 
their seed products through direct seed marketing. 97 
SPC committee members [18 female], 19 wereda ex-
perts, and two DAs also attended the same training. 

 

Seed Value Chain Development (SVC) 

The following SVC activities are the major focus areas: 
conducting regional core team meeting  and seed secu-

rity assessment  (SSA 2017), facilitating  the develop-
ment of regional seed value chain manual by regional 
seed technical committee and its  review by different 
seed sector stakeholders,  facilitating  consultative 
meeting on strengthening wereda  level seed  system 
with zonal, wereda and kebelle level SVC actors and 
discussion on AGP and ISSD partnership  with Tigray 

region coordinator.  

Knowledge Sharing and Communication 

ISSD Tigray website [www.mu.edu.et/issd] updated. 
Five policy briefings (300 copies each) and 800 news 
letters have been produced and disseminated to all 
ISSD audiences. Five stories and 13 news produced.  

KNE  team visit to  ISSD Tigray PSP, SPCs and CASCAPE project sites  

ንፈተነ ተሪኡ ኣብ ፅቡቕ ብርኪ ዕቤት ዜበፅሐ ምሸላ ኣስገዯ ፅምብላ 
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BENEFIT Strives … continued from page 1. 

 Create linkage of different actors and build up feed-

back on the implementation of the BENEFIT projects;  

 Document knowledge and experiences shared during 

the field day for future use;  

Sesame Renaissance  

Western and North western zones of Tigray are sesame 
potential corridors. Kafta Humera being one of the sesa-
me potential weredas of Western zone is typical in con-
ducting demonstration sites to be scaled up to small 
holder farmers, investors and seed producer coopera-

tives. CASCAPE, SBN and ISSD are currently working to 
bring about changes of appropriate research based out-
puts in a bid to boost sesame production. During the 

first half of the field day there was crop performance 
observation of sesame, sorghum and sunflower in the 
town of Humera and its vicinity. Diffident field trials and 
agricultural equipments were demonstrated by private 

seed producers and smallholder farmers.  

To cascade the best practices in trial, sister projects 
identified more than two learning sites. In all the 
demonstration sites participants were inquired by or-
ganizers to find out best performed sesame and sor-

ghum seed varieties. As a result, different varieties of 
sesame and sorghum seeds were in adaptation trial ful-

filling numerous treatment mechanisms such as fertilizer 
treatment, seed rate, planting method, planting period 
and seed bed preparations, evaluating effects of plowing 
time on yield.  

Similarly a fertilizer impact for sesame seed experiment 
was also applied in CASCAPE’s demonstration site at 
Maykadra investors’ mechanization demonstration area. 
Inviting small holder farmers, investors and coopera-
tives to the demonstration site is therefore considered 
as an effective agricultural learning means.  

In the discussion with the ministers of Trade and Agri-

culture and Natural Resource participants asked ques-
tions related to sesame production, challenges faced 
and supply of modern agricultural technologies (row 
planting machine, post-harvest technologies), mecha-

nized agriculture, effects of Ethiopian Commodity Ex-
change (ECX), branding, and alternative road to Port 
Sudan. At the end of the discussion, the two ministers 

and the House of People’s agriculture representative 
standing committee member answered the questions 
raised by the participants.  

The Minister of Trade H.E Dr. Bekele Bulado said, “We 
need to reform the Ethiopian Commodity Exchange 

(ECX) in such a way that helps enhance sesame busi-
ness well.  A plan is under way to use Port Sudan as an 
alternative route. Sesame produce from Kafta Humera 
will have its own brand to be more competitive in the 
international market.”  

The following day October 1, 2017 sites on Sorghum 
adaptation trial, PVS, and crowd sourcing were visited in 
Asegede Tsimbela Wereda. During the visit H.E Dr. 
Eyasu Abrha and his deputy pledged to supply combined 

row planter tractor for demonstration in the Farmers’ 
Training Center (FTC) of Selam extension area.  

 

Participants visit to crowd sourcing in sorghum & barley 

Updated home page of ISSD Tigray website (www.mu.edu.et/issd)[Credit: ISSD Tigray|November 
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Adaptation trial: A green light 

for sorghum renaissance   

Wereda Asgedetsimbla is one of the sorghum potential 

areas. Farmers themselves were source of sorghum seed 

varieties. They keep different seed varieties and ex-

change in kind during plantation season. However, due to 

agro-ecology adaptability problem and repeated climate 

change occurrences, the performance of local seed varie-

ties declined from time to time. In 2017, BENEFIT-ISSD 

action plan was facilitated to provide farmers with im-

proved seed varieties. A pilot collaboration based on ad-

aptation trial accomplished on sorghum in Asgedetsimbla 

wereda at tabia level. In these three tabias namely: De-

debit, Selam and Hitsats; there are nine farmers engaged 

in the adaptation trial on sorghum seed varieties. Among 

them three are women headed farmers. In June, each 

farmer was provided with 150 gram of six different seed 

sorghum varieties [25 gram for each variety] for demon-

stration. Using the same technique acquired through 

practical training, all of them planted those seed sor-

ghum varieties on six equal plot sizes. This collaboration 

endeavor shows farmers green light in supplying im-

proved and/or farmer preferred sorghum seed varieties. 

Ato Tesfay Gidey is one of those farmers who are en-

gaged in the adaptation trial on sorghum seed. From the 

given six different sorghum varieties Tesafy observed 

four varieties performed well and two failed due to late 

maturity. Concerning the newly deployed sorghum seed 

varieties (Melkam, Meko, Dekeba, Tewzale, Leli and 

Tetron) and the existing ones farmers are using; Tesfay 

said “comparing with the varieties we had, the newly in-

troduced sorghum seed varieties seem superior quality. 

Especially Melkam, Meko, Dekeba and Tewzale are agro-

ecologically fit varieties for our locality. They are early 

maturing varieties with encouraging amount of yield to 

cascade as best sorghum seed varieties. They seem more 

climate smart varieties than the old varieties. Over all, it 

needs profound investigation continued on page 6.  

Crowdsourcing: A step 

forward on Barley revival  

Comparing to other ISSD operational weredas, 
Deguatenben is suitable for cereals such barley and 
wheat. Around 20 years ago, barley was staple food in 
the surrounding. People used barley to prepare local 
foods like [injera - flat bread, bread, qolo, tihni, porage] 

and local beer known as siwa/tela. Farmers were active 
in producing, dissemination and preserving barley varie-
ties. Eventually, priority was given to wheat multiplica-
tion and dissemination due to governments’ extensive 
extension works. For this reason, barley landraces start-

ed to disappear from the hands of farmers. To restore 
the diverse barley varieties, ISSD started to promote im-

proved barley seed varieties through crowd sourcing.  

W/ro Hiriti Abraha, 58 years old, is resident of Deguaten-
ben, Tabia seret a village called Endamariam. “Our par-
ents used to cultivate barley. We have learnt that, barley 

was one of the top crops in our locality. From 1997 on-
wards however, the government prioritized wheat seed 
dissemination and multiplication rather than barley. 
Skilled man power was also assigned to foster the wheat 
based cluster approach. As a result, old barley varieties 

become extinct” says W/ro Hiriti.  

Barley crowd sourcing implemented at private farmer 
level requires well land preparation and follow up. To 
properly manage the crowd sourcing, farmers got intro-
ductory training focusing on inputs use and overall crop 
management practice. “According to the training given, 

plots of land were prepared and inputs were supplied 

ahead of time. Even though production decreased be-

cause of erratic rain fall, it is better than the landrace 
varieties” W/ro Hiriti said. She mentioned that, first farm-
ers were doubtful of the new barley seed multiplication 
system and discouraged me why I was engaged in crowd 
sourcing. Later on, the farmers were lured by the perfor-

mance and drought resistant traits of the three deployed 
barley varieties. As a result, five farmers [three  female] 

showed confidence on these varieties and promised to 

share them. “Barley is better than wheat health-wise and 

for animal feed” are her last words.  

Read full story at www.issdEthiopia.org/www.mu.edu.et/issd 

Some of the well performed barley varieties  

Ato  Tesfay, 52, holding the well performing sorghum variety 
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Continued from page 1 

The chairman of the SPC G/Michael Yohannes (Ri’ese 

Debri) explained the improvement observed in terms 

of quality, the amount of harvested seed every year 

and marketing options as instrumental. Before the 

establishment of the SPC as a seed cooperative 

members harvested only 5 quintals of seed from one 

tsimad (a quarter of hectare), but now yield in-

creased to 15 quintals of seed from the same plot 

size.  As a result, the SPC has signed an agreement 

to supply 2,500 quintal of seed to Hadinet Raya seed 

union and at the same time to supply 900 quintal of 

malt-barley seed to Raya Brewery factory.  

 

ISSD project supports 5 private seed producers who 

are engaged in commercial seed production and dis-

semination. The private investors produce vegeta-

bles (potato, tomato, sweet potato, onion, green 

pepper) and fruit seedlings like papaya, orange and 

mango. Ato Solomon Ayalew, from Raya valley, is 

one of the private seed producers (PSPs) engaged in 

vegetable seed and fruit seedlings multiplication and 

dissemination activities. To practically assess the 

potentials of the PSPs and then keep their sustaina-

ble work on seed production, the team paid a visit to 

the different farms. The team was impressed by the 

current development activities and irrigation systems 

of Solomon Ayalew farm.   

ISSD’s support for PSPs focuses on seed quality, 

business management, marketing and internal ca-

pacity building. Other supports include technical, or-

ganizational, financial management and marketing 

issues, grant provision, institutional linkage and fa-

cilitation of certificate of competency.  

The next visit was to Ato Desta Berhe’s integrated 

private farm. Here, the team appreciated the green-

house infrastructure and online inputs application 

system like fertilizer and other chemicals. During the 

discussion with Ato Desta concerning his farm’s 

overall activities, skill and knowledge gap were men-

tioned as critical challenges. The team pledged to 

open avenues in a bid to link the farm with skilled 

man power in the Netherlands as far as possible.   

CASCAPE’s on station adaptation trail of wheat ap-

plied on individual farmers’ plot were also visited at 

Tahtay Haya Kebelle. Moreover, a dairy goat project 

site was also visited by the team where resource 

poor women households were generating more in-

come to improve their livelihoods. 

Together with the team; CASCAPE, ISSD, Horti-life 

and SNV staff joined the two-day field visit to the 

project operational sites.  

KNE, ISSD, CASCAPE team and SPC members paid a visit to BENEFIT-ISSD malt barley adaptation trial  

KNE team briefed on the varieties Ayba SPC produced  
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Adaptation trial: … continued from page 4 

and trial to decide all traits they owned and then distrib-

ute to other farmers.” He added Leli and Tetron are late 

maturing and need long maturity period to harvest. 

Hence, two of them failed in the adaptation trial.  

Tesfy’s  four well performing sorghum varieties  

 
Tesfay told that more than 200 individual farmers visited 

his farm level adaptation trial at different times. Wereda 

office of agriculture organized farmers’ field day and in-

vited 182 farmers [123 male & 59 female] to visit 

Tesfay’s plot. Split into groups, the farmers came from 

different tabias of the wereda and observed the adapta-

tion trial mechanisms Tesfay used. Farmers asked him 

about the management practice he followed specially 

plowing, weeding and inputs application procedures. In 

addition to the experience sharing visit conducted at 

wereda level, some farmers in the neighborhood were 

attracted by the performance of the seed varieties de-

ployed. Regarding farmers visit, Tesfay stated: “while 

passing through the trial site farmers stop for a while 

and talk among one another about the varieties and their 

source. I explained to them BENEFIT provided the varie-

ties. Before planting, I tilled the land three times and 

weeding three times. Most farmers want to have Meko 

variety due to its early maturity trait.”    

Read the full story at www.issdEthiopia.org or www.mu.edu.et/issd/ 

     

Variety 
(deployed) 

Harvest-
ed (kg) 

Traits observed 
(farmer level) 

Ra
nk 

Melkam 9.5 Short, thick, huge/wide 
spike and palatable for 

animal feed 

1st 

Meko 12.5 Early maturing, attract 
birds 

2nd 

Dekeba 7.5 Small seed size and 
thin 

3rd 

Tewzale 30 Not socially accepted 
due to bitter taste 

4th 

 

New harvested sorghum seed varieties  [ISSD|2017] 

KNE team visit to one of well performing wheat seed 

 

Outside view of the SPC’s modern seed storage  

Portrait of Birhan Ayba SPC 

Address zone: Southern  

Wereda: Endamokoni  

Tabia: Ayba 

Year of establishment: 2012 

Founding membership size: 50 [5 female] 

Current membership size: 273 

Initial capital: ETB 4,000 

Current capital: over ETB 3 million [ETB 250,000 cash] 

Post-harvest technology inputs: modern seed storage 

with 3000 quintals holding capacity and office which is 

built by ISSD Tigray unit and ATA (Ethiopian Agricultur-

al Transformation Agency), very big seed cleaner ma-

chine, two medium thresher machines, computer and 

duplicating machine, packaging machine, ground bal-

ance and guard house constructed by co-funding  of 

30% as community contribution.  

Birhan Ayba Seed Producer Cooperative (SPC) is known 

for its malt barley and wheat seed multiplication and 

production. The SPC supplies seed to Ethiopian Agricul-

tural Business Corporation (former ESE), NGOs and 

governmental organizations by buying and collecting 

seed from its members and local farmers.  
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From our BENEFIT Partners 

BENEFIT-SBN training was prepared for women and 

youth with collaboration of Humera agricultural research 

center and woreda office of agriculture, women and 

youth affairs and association of the wereda, in North 

West and Western zones of Tigray.  

The training covered six weredas of western and North 

Westen zone of Tigray.  Funding for the training was 

provided by the BENEFIT-SBN and follow up, monitoring 

and evaluation was held by agricultural offices.  

The accreditation process is envisioned in a series of 

steps to allow women and youth, financial institutions to 

gain practical experience and increase their knowledge 

and skills on the 20 steps and crop rotation.  In addition 

to the training, which equips them with tools to effec-

tively carry out training of sesame package will be ex-

pected to be conducted and share their experience to 

other women and youth farmers, development agents 

and financial institutions.  

The purpose of the training was to  “improve  sesame 

and crop rotation productivity and quality'' through scal-

ing up,  using sesame, to focus and motivate women 

and youth in  sesame,  to improve the awareness crea-

tion of financial institutions on 20 steps and to link 

women and youth with credit services.  

The training materials were flip charts, laptop, projec-

tor, marker, notebooks, pens, 20 steps videos, audio, 

and newsletter, 20 steps sesame guide manual to dou-

ble the sesame production and quality improvements 

and etc.  

 

  

 

 

The Integrated Seed Sector Development Project (ISSD Ethiopia) is one 

of the proud  projects under the BENEFIT partnership.  

The Bilateral Ethiopian Netherlands Effort for Food, Income and Trade 

(BENEFIT) Partnership unites four projects funded by the Directorate-

General for International Cooperation  (DGIS) of the Netherlands Min-

istry of Foreign Affairs and implemented by Wageningen University 

and Research: CASCAPE, ISSD-Ethiopia, SBN and ENTAG. 

The training method was presentation, audio and audio-

visual, plenary experiences, group discussion, experi-

ence sharing of model farmers.  

Participants were women and youth farmers, develop-

ment agents, BENEFIT-SBN focal persons , kebele and 

woreda women and youth association and affairs and 

financial institutions. They were drawn from six woredas 

of Tahtay Adyabo, Tselemti, Asgede-Tsmbla, Kafta-

Humera, Tsegedie and Welkayt. In the training 280 

women, 300 youth and 60 (experts from financial insti-

tutions, development agents, women and youth affairs 

and association) total 640 participants were getting the 

improved sesame package.  

During the training the financial institutions created  

awareness to arrange the credit service for the 20 steps 

package and they understood the difference between 

conventional  practice and improved packages.  

Improved sesame for better productivity and quality  seed  supply *Credit: sesame business  networking (SBN)|Kafta-Humera|2107+ 

Training women and youths to improve the productivity and quality of sesame  

Training participants  
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ISSD Ethiopia – Tigray - Mekelle University [www.mu.edu.et/issd] 

For more information contact: 

Professor Fetien Abay| Scientific coordinator| fetienabay@gmail.com| 

+251 (0)9 14 31 35 44| +251 (0)9 28 95 61 49 
 

Gebrehaweria Berhane | Knowledge sharing and communication expert| 

haweriagb@gmail.com | +251 (0)9 14 00 90 66 
 

ISSD Project Management Unit 

Dr Amsaly Ayana | project manager | aga.amsaluayana@gmail.com 

SAN building, 2nd floor, Square Bisarata Gebrief 

ISSD Ethiopia aims to improve female and male smallholder farmer 

access to quality seed of new, improved and/or farmer preferred varie-

ties sustainably increase agricultural productivity.  

Using an Integrated Seed Sector Development approach, ISSD Ethiopia 
promotes a vibrant, pluralistic and market oriented seed sector.  

 

ISSD Ethiopia works through teams based at Haramaya University, 

Bahir Dar University, Mekelle University, Hawassa University and the 

Oromia Seed Enterprise. ISSD Ethiopia is part of the BENEFIT partner-

ship the Project Management Unit is hosted in the BENEFIT office.  
 

www.ISSDethiopia.org | www.mu.edu.et/issd 

 

ISSD  in Other Ethiopian Regions 
ISSD Amhara conducts 2018 planning workshop  

ISSD Bahirdar university conducted a planning work-
shop for scale up partners and informal seed imple-
menting pilot weredas on key performance indicators. 
The aim of the workshop was to insight indirect support 
LSBs and informal seed piloting weredas accustomed 
with evaluating their performance based on key perfor-
mance indicators design for LSBs and informal seed 
producers. Over all the projects performance status 
presentation and discussion both by the program staff 
and partners, gender-mainstreaming planning guide-

line, this is primed for consideration of basic issues for 
planning of 2018 were also among the objectives. 

ISSD Oromia South West conducts farmers’ field 
day 

ISSD Oromia South West  unit conducted farmers’ field 
day on PVS at FTC and crowd sourcing on farmer pilot  

informal seed system on August 30, 2017 at Lode Bam-
ban Kebele of Sire wereda. It is well known that in this 
year 2017, ISSD-OSE has started to implement informal 
seed system in six weredas and 24 kebeles to achieve 
its goal. Smallholder farming is the dominant livelihood 
activity for the majority of Sire wereda community; but 
it is also the major source of vulnerability to food inse-

curity and their often chronic malnutrition and recurrent 
famines. In Oromia, agriculture and social protection 
are inextricably interconnected.  

 

 

 

 

ISSD Tigray unit at a pictorial glance 


